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CELMISA PLANT HIRE MARKS ITS 45th ANNIVERSARY WITH LATEST VOLVO 
FH 540 
  
Scotland’s Celmisa Plant Hire has continued a decades-long relationship with Volvo by 
taking delivery of a new FH 540 Globetrotter 6x4 tractor unit. 
  
Supplied by Rhona Paterson, Transport Solutions Executive at Volvo Truck and Bus Centre 
North & Scotland, the new FH will be paired with a Faymonville trailer and predominately 
used to haul heavy plant equipment throughout Scotland’s central belt. It replaces a 2014 
FH 540 in the customer’s fleet. 
 
Mark Johnston, Plant Manager at Celmisa Plant Hire, says: “We’ve been buying Volvo 
products for more than 40 years now throughout the business, so we’re well accustomed to 
what the brand brings to the table. From construction equipment to trucks, Volvo has 
consistently delivered unmatched performance and reliability ensuring that our operations 
run smoothly day-in, day-out. 
 
“The backup service we receive from our local dealer is just as good. From day one it was 
clear that they understood exactly what we needed, both in terms of product and ongoing 
aftersales support. We couldn’t be happier.” 
 
Powered by a Euro-6 D13K Step E engine, the FH delivers an impressive 540 hp and a peak 
torque of 2,600 Nm. This is driven through an automated 12-speed I-Shift gearbox, which 
constantly evaluates information regarding speed, weight, road grade and torque demand to 
apply precision to every shift. 
 
To maximise startability, Celmisa Plant Hire has also opted to equip its new arrival with two 
extra gears – one Crawler and one ultra-low Crawler – in a move that could also reduce 
clutch wear by up to 75 per cent. The customer has also specified Volvo’s Tandem Axle Lift, 
for improved fuel efficiency and a tighter turning radius when operating unladen, together 
with improved traction when laden. It also has hub reduction rear axles to increase ground 
clearance and durability, while also resulting in a smoother acceleration when starting on 
soft ground. 
 
“As our yard is located at a farm at the top of quite a steep hill, it can be tricky hauling heavy 
loads up and down, especially when we hit the wet, icy and snowy winter months,” adds 
Johnston. “That’s why we were looking forward to the I-Shift transmission this time. Having 
those gear changes automated takes a huge amount of stress off our drivers’ shoulders and 
will make climbing that hill an absolute breeze, in pretty much any weather.” 
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The truck’s spacious Globetrotter cab is fitted with a Volvo Drive+ package, including fully 
electronic air conditioning with a carbon filter and sun, mist and air quality sensors, dual 
armrests on the driver seat and an adjustable steering wheel with neck tilt. In addition, 
Celmisa Plant Hire has opted for leather upholstery as well as dual armrests also on the 
passenger seat. 
 
A one person Living package adds extra cab storage, two bottle holders, a cab parking heater 
as well as a 33-litre fridge/freezer. A microwave has also been installed, along with heated 
and suspended driver and passenger seats, completing a comfortable in-vehicle 
environment. 
 
The driving experience is further enhanced through a Media pack with navigation, including 
a 12” fully dynamic instrument cluster with a secondary colour display and DAB radio. 
Celmisa Plant Hire has also chosen the Visibility+ package, bringing electrically heated and 
operated main and wide-angle mirrors and Volvo’s distinctive V-shaped LED headlamps 
which automatically adjust to ambient light conditions to grant its drivers a clear view of the 
road. 
 
To boost driving safety, the trucks also benefit from Forward Collision Warning with 
Advanced Emergency Braking, Lane Departure Warning and Lane Keeping Support systems. 
 
Based in Neilston, just south of Glasgow, 2023 marks Celmisa Plant Hire’s 45th year in 
business. Its new FH is backed by a Volvo Gold Contract, delivering full cost control, worry-
free ownership and maximum uptime by covering all repairs and wear and tear while also 
enabling preventative maintenance and 24/7 real time monitoring of critical components. 
The vehicle is expected to cover up to 50,000 km annually working five days a week. 
 

- ENDS -   
  
Caption for photograph:  
Celmisa Plant Hire has continued a decades-long relationship with Volvo by taking delivery 
of a new FH 540 Globetrotter 6x4 tractor unit. 

  
For more information, please contact:  
Martin Tomlinson, Head of Media, Volvo Trucks UK & Ireland 
Mobile:  +44 (0) 7775 938063  
E-mail:  martin.tomlinson@volvo.com   
 

 
Volvo Trucks supplies complete transport solutions for discerning professional customers with its full range of 
medium- and heavy-duty trucks. Customer support is provided via a global network of dealers with 2,300 service 
points in about 130 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 12 countries across the globe. In 2022 approximately 
145,000 Volvo trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers of trucks, buses, construction equipment and marine and industrial engines. The group 
also provides complete solutions for financing and service. Volvo Trucks’ work is based on the core values of 
quality, safety and environmental care.  
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